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By ARCH LOWERY the material for 25 to 35 years - 

Yrius Y~u.~nru ( u u n t j  Hurfjnu probably longer - but a t  least until 
LEWISMN - A $2 million final decisions have been made a s  
znup project this summer a t  the to what to do with it," Charles G. 
mer  Lake Ontario Ordnance Miller, deputy project manager for 
rks should keep radioactivity the DOE, said during a tour of the 
igers there under control anti1 a t  190-acre storage site Friday. 
st the year 2012. The area is one of about 30 in 
The site, off Pletcher Road in the nation that the DOE is sched- 
Town of Lewiston is now known uled to clean up under its formerly 

the federal Department of Ener- Utilized Sites Remedial Actions 
s Niagara Falls Storage Site. It Program. Other sites include the 
, been an object of concern to Union Carbide Corp.'s 1,inde Plant 
rernment officials and local resi- and the Ashland Oil Co.'s plant, 
~ t s  becaose leaking radon gas both in the Town of Tonawanda. 
; w 4 into the soil, air and Left unchecked, the thousands of 
ter . 1 deterlorating uranium tons of the radioactive materials 
I resldues stored there in the here would last for "thousands of 
d-1940s. years," John Schlatter, a represen- 
The ore stockpiles resulted from tative of the Bechtel National Inc., 
? nation's Manhattan Project, which is managing the remedial 
ich created the atomic bomb. work, said during a tour of "hot 
"We uould expect this to contain \ areas," where workers, company 

officials and visitors were required 
to wear protective gear and pass 
through an  inspection trailer. 

The cleanup work is being done 
under four contracts awarded by 
the DOE earlier this year. These in- 
clude a $550,000 contract with Ar- 
mand Cerrone Inc., Niagara Falls, 
to excavate and restore contami- 
nated soils from a l&acre tract and 
put it behind a claycover dike; a 
$127,000 contract with Scrufari Con- 
struction Co. Inc., Niagara Falls, to 
build a vehicle decontamination fa- 
cility and install electrical equip 
ment; an $11,000 contract with Em- 
pire Soils Investigations Inc., Or- 
chard Park, for materials testing 
services ;  a n d  a $3,700 w i t h  
McIntosh & McIntosh, Lockport, for 
surveying services. 

"And we have just signed anoth- 
r for about $82,000 with Sicoli & 

Massaro Inc., Niagara Falls, the 
firm that will take the roofs off two 
old storage buildings that contain 
residue," Ber t  Zimbrich, DOE'S 
construction site manager, said. 

The firm also will cover the 
buildings with clay, he said. A 
nearby storage silo also will be 
covered. 

All personnel who work in the 
contaminated area are  required to 
pass through the inspection trailer 
where each person is checked for 
radioactivity. 

"The vehicles used also a r e  
washed down - we use a tempo- 
rary decontamination facility now, 
but the new concrete one will be 
ready soon," Mr. Zinbrich said. The 
used water is analyzed and stored 
nearby. 

Officials predicted the cleanup 
work this summer will "greatly re- 

duce the amount of radon issuing 
from these residues . . . and also 
stop erosion of contaminated soil 
. . . into drainage ditches . . .the dike 
and covering materials will isolate 
the . . .material from ground water 
and rain water." 

"All of the material - once the 
dollars and know-how are available 
- will eventually be removed from 
the site. That will  require an envi- 
ronmental impact statement," Mr. 
Miller said. . 

The seeping radon "represents ' 
no real health hazard (to area resi- 1 
dents)' it's more of an environmen- I 
tal problem," another official said. 

Officials also point to the contin- 
ual use of six surrounding air-moni- 
toring stations and other facilities 
maintained on the site by the Eber- 
line Instrument Corp. to protect 
workers. 
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